
MESSAGE FROM OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR: We cannot wait till the world is sane

Dear friends of Seafarers Interna-
tional House (SIH):

Thanks to your support, we as-
sisted 19,066 people, over 1,000 more 
than last year! We had many reasons 
to rejoice as we journeyed together 
with seafarers and immigrants legally 
seeking asylum, even though the year 
itself can be described as “unsteady”.  

In January, Houthis fired upon two US-
flagged container ships, putting sea-
farers in danger. From November 2023 
until their release on January 22, 2025, 
17 Filipinos, 3 Ukrainians, 2 Bulgarians, 
2 Mexicans, and 1 Romanian of the MV 
Galaxy Leader, a vehicle carrier, were 
held hostage. Since November 2023, 
over 90 vessels have been attacked, 
sinking at least two ships, and killing 
four mariners. Add the “normal” isola-
tion of contracts lasting for 6-9 months 
and you understand that seafarers 
continue to make great sacrifices.

Thanks to your support, our Port Chap-
lains can bring a ministry of presence, 
essentials, and transportation to sea-
farers. Last February, we celebrated 
the official start of our Ukrainian-born 
Port Chaplain Pastor Vitalii Guz, who 
serves with our partners at the Balti-
more International Seafarers Center 
(BISC). We also welcomed our ship vis-
itor, Tim Marzik, who has big shoes to 
fill with the retirement of our beloved 
Ruth Setaro after 27 years of service. 

We reignited our partnership with 
the Deutsche Seemannsmission e.V., 
which traces its roots to 1907, when 
the son of the director of the German 
Emigrant House (a predecessor of 
SIH), helped found the German Sea-
men’s Mission in the Port of New York, 
a service we continue to this day. 

Tragically, on March 26, the Francis 
Scott Key Bridge in Baltimore was 
struck by a container ship. The acci-
dent killed six construction workers, all 
of whom were immigrants. In the after-
math, 7 ships operated by 120 seafarers 
were temporarily trapped, and to this 
day many of the crew members on the 
accident-causing ship continue to be 
held in the US as litigation progresses.  
With Baltimore International Seafarers 
Center (BISC), and Chaplain Vitalii and 
– returning from retirement – Chaplain 
Rev. K. Robert “Bob” Schmitt, SIH was 
able to provide relief to those affected. 

In April, it was party time!  Thanks to 
our honorees Katie Higginbottom, 
Randi Ciszewski, and Tim Nolan and 
the support of their friends, the Setting 
the Course Reception was a success! 
180 attendees ensured through their 
contributions that we would be able to 
serve 13,556 seafarers in the Ports of 
Albany, Baltimore, Duluth, New Haven, 
and New York & New Jersey, and with 
accommodations in NYC. 

Then in August, we bid fair seas and 
following winds to two SIH icons:         
Arthur William Clark (1944), a long-
time SIH board member and treasur-
er for over 20 years; and Port Chaplain 
Rev. William C. Fensterer (1930), who 
for over 50 years provided unparal-
leled service to mariners.  

We exulted, when, in September, the 
Ghanaian family, who we supported at 
the Lighthouse, found their own home. 
All four miraculously survived the dan-
gerous journey through the Darian Gap 
and almost drowned before legally 
applying for asylum and working hard 
to become self-sufficient. Through-
out 2024, we assisted 33 asylees and 
provided them with a safe place for a 
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Seafarers International House 
(SIH) is the Lutheran response to 
the urgent needs of 
vulnerable seafarers and 
immigrants.
SIH offers hospitality, social 
assistance, and advocacy to a 
multi-national and multi-faith 
community in the Ports of Albany, 
Baltimore, Duluth, New Haven, 
and New York & New Jersey, and 
in New York City.

Pastor and Executive Director

combined 1,508 lodging nights. 

After the November elections, we pray 
that legal immigration will remain pos-
sible and vow to stand with people 
who are persecuted or experience vi-
olence elsewhere. 

At Christmastime we rejoiced! With the 
help of all those listed on page 5, we 
delivered a record setting 3,507 satch-
els to seafarers out at sea spreading 
love around the globe.  

With this bittersweet year in mind, I 
would like to close this report with ex-
cerpts from Madeleine L’Engle’s poem 
First Coming:     

He did not wait till the world was ready,

till men and nations were at peace

He came when the Heavens were 

unsteady

and prisoners cried out for release. ... 
 

... We cannot wait till the world is sane

to raise our songs with joyful voice,

for to share our grief, to touch our pain,

He came with Love: Rejoice! Rejoice! 
Peace, 



In accordance with our 2024 - 2028 strategic plan, operating gains continue to help to build reserves for a new property ($1M) 

with mission-based guest rooms and offices. These gains also allow for capital repairs on the guesthouse ($200,000), which 

is leased to Breaking Ground, a NYC-based non-profit which provides transitional housing to the community. Lease revenue 

provides only a portion of necessary means to support our mission to seafarers and immigrants. Donations remain a vital pillar 

of income to support our services and future expansion. Program services and reserves accounted for 85% of expenses with 

only 15% spent on support services and fundraising. These figures reflect unaudited revenue and expenses and are subject to 

change. To request the audited 2024 financial statements please send an email to henryk@sihnyc.org. 

2024 Program Impact
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19,066 immigrants and seafarers directly 
benefited from SIH services (up from 

18,004). 

2,225  lodging nights provided to 140 seafarers in 
Manhattan. 

 13,556 seafarers were visited and counseled 
on 1,232 ships, receiving essentials they 

requested.

1,830 seafarers were transported to a mall or 
medical facilities. 

3,507  seafarers, regardless of faith, received 
Christmas-at-Sea satchels filled with warm 

clothing and holiday greetings prepared by volunteers to 
recognize their sacrifices. Up from 3,216 last year! 

33 asylum seekers received lodging for a total of 1,508 
nights. They hailed from Bulgaria, Burkina Faso, 

Chad, Colombia, Cuba, Democratic Republic of the Congo, 
Ecuador, El Salvador, Gambia, Ghana, Guatemala, Guinea, 
Haiti, Honduras, Mexico, Peru, Ukraine, and Venezuela. 
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2024 Program Impact

Thomas Catero †
by Lynne and Jeff Weinlandt

Arthur William Clark †
 by Sterling Gilreath and 

Henryk Behnke 

Susan Smyth Bell

 Dr. Ann Siegle Drege and 

Rev. Marsh Drege
Mary B. Heller

Bernard James 
Cooney †

    by Sterling Gilreath and

 Henryk Behnke

Rev. William C. 
Fensterer†

by Sterling Gilreath 
and Henryk Behnke

Dr. Ann Siegle Drege and 
Rev. Marsh Drege

Mary B. Heller
                                  Eugene A. Koene

   Aylett & J. Nicholas Suhr, Esq. 
                                   Julie M. Traum

Giuseppe De Matola †
by 

an anonymous supporter

     

James Edward Held †
by 

Kate Hunt and Enrico Esopa

 

Einar B. Knudtsen †
by 

Joan E. Worrall

Michael G. Mann †
by 

Marcia Kaplan-Mann

 Marilyn Burke 
Maurstad †

by 

Nellie and David Jarvis

Rev. Martha L. McCracken †
 by 

Sheila and Frank Giglio

Deacon Jacquelyn 
“Jackie” Mize-Baker †

 by 

Karl Baker

Stanley Wyatt and 

Joan Moore †
by 

Theresa Moore

GIFTS IN MEMORY OF 

Captain Timothy 

Murray†
by 

Capt. Christopher Pitfick

Captain George Quick†
 by 

Gwen and Captain Donald 
Marcus

Paul Micah Robinson†
    by Sterling Gilreath and

 Henryk Behnke

Rev. J. Gordon 
Swanson †

by Anne Swanson

Gail Swanson Frost 

and Paul Frost

Jay Tripaldi †
by 

Thomas Larkin

Franz Josef 
Unterreiner†

by Sterling Gilreath and 

Henryk Behnke

Sandra “Sassy” 
Douglas Robinson

Weathers †
by Sterling Gilreath and 

Henryk Behnke

Robert Paul 
Wilkinson †

by  

Kevin Gowen 

The construction workers on the 
Francis Scott Key Bridge in Baltimore † 

by Ute Brinkmann 
Rev. Eric Faret

Claudia K. Heinsohn

Frederick Andersen † by Leigh Silveira

Carla Howery † by Marlin E. Strand

Anton E. Salvesen † by Lynn R. Salvesen Wirth

Bobbie Jean Daughdrill Starns † 
by Dr. Ann Siegle Drege and Rev. Marsh Drege



For more information email henryk@sihnyc.org or 
call (212) 677-4800 extension 7203.2024 ANNUAL REPORT4

M embers of the Homeport Society have included 

Seafarers International House (SIH) in their retirement 

and legacy plan by listing SIH in their will or making SIH 

a beneficiary of a life insurance policy or a qualified 

retirement plan.

 • Barbara and the late Rev. Dr. Dennis Anderson
• Sterling Gilreath and Henryk Behnke
• Susan Smyth Bell  
• Paul K. Erbes  
• Dr. Ann Siegle Drege and Rev. Marsh Luther Drege
• Pauline and Harry Forse   
• Caryl M. and Rev. Mark A. Grorud
• Matthew O’Rear
• Ralph Urban Price
• Betsy and Rev. E. Roy Riley  
• Patricia and Christopher V. Roehrer, Esq. 
• Jill and John Scibilia 
• Rev. Susan E. Tjornehoj and Rev. David Wangaard
• Laura and Hans Vogel
• Carolyn and Edward Wagner 
• Rev. Margay Jo Whitlock

L ighthouse Keepers make monthly gifts providing 

a reliable income stream to support Seafarers 

International House’s mission.      

 
• Barbara Anderson
• Susan Smyth Bell
• Stephen Bennett
• Joy and Dennis Blazak
• Conor Patrick Brooks
• Frederick Bindel
• Ute Brinkmann
• Rev. Serge A. Castigliano and Rev. Susan L. Lunning
• Wendy and David Cegelka
• Donald DeLuca
• Dr. Ann Siegle Drege and Rev. Marsh Luther Drege
• Nancy and Victor Eichorn
• Paul K. Erbes
• Pauline and Harry Forse
• Diana and Harry W. Geiler
• Jane R. Goldberg, Esq.
• Kathleen and Jeffrey Heim
• Michael J. Kasinskas
• Julia and Regnal Leibensperger
• Blythe C. Miller, Esq.
• Leslie A. Neve
• Elizabeth C. and C. James Patti
• Patricia and Christopher V. Roehrer, Esq.
• Martha Sather
• Deborah and Rev. Dr. K. Robert Schmitt
• Sharon and Captain Richard Schoenlank
•  Andrew Steele
• Joan E. Worrall
• Peggy and Fredrick Wuertele
• Guan Yang

LIGHTHOUSE KEEPERS

HOMEPORT SOCIETY

Always welcoming the stranger: Port Chaplain Pastor Jonathan Westerlund 
with crew members of the ONE Stork in August 2024 fittingly with Lady 
Liberty. “Give me your tired, your poor, your huddled masses yearning to 
breathe free”.       

GIFTS IN HONOR OF
2024 Friends of Seafarers

by Kate Hunt and Enrico Esopa

Baltimore
by Kathleen and Jeffrey Heim

Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 
Fairport NY 

by Bethlehem Lutheran Church

Ann and Marsh Drege
by Stacey Jo and Steven R. Siegle

Rev. Marsh Luther Drege
by Edward S. Casey 

Dr. Steven M. Natterstad

Harry Forse
by Kari Nielsen

USCG Cdr. Ret. Barry Gogel 
and Linda Lee

by Rev. Jeanne Rineer Warfield 
and Sheldon P. Warfield

Rev. Mark Grorud
by Catherine and John Fegley

Thomas Gunther, III
by Michael Gunther

Mary B. Heller
by Rev. Albert Ahlstrom 

Joan Millot 
Charlotte, Jennifer and

Thomas Pedersen

Lisa Mages and 
Richard McCandless

by Melinda James

Beate Noack
by Karen D. and John V. Nurmi

Renee Rendessy
by Robert Carroll

Rev. K. Robert Schmitt
by  Grace Ann Planalp

Captain Richard Schoenlank
by Dr. Jean Schoenlank

John Swedberg
by John David Crews

Edna Syvertsen
by Louise M. Egan

 Tim Nolan
by The Pasha Group

Signal Mutual



Lugene Mitchell-Hamilton

Karen Nein

New Jerusalem Luth. Ch., Fleetwood, PA

Barbara Novellino

Tina Nummela

Oceanside Luth. Church, Oceanside, NY

Officers Union of International Seamen

Our Savior Lutheran Church, Hanover, NH

Our Saviour Luth. Ch., Croton On Hudson, NY

Our Saviour Lutheran Church, Fairfield, CT

Our Saviour Luth. Church, Manhassat, NY

Joanne Partner

Piecemaker Quilters of CT

Port Authority of New York & New Jersey

Prince of Peace Luth. Church, Bangor, PA

Prince of Peace Luth. Ch., Brookfield, CT

Prince of Peace Luth. Ch., Rockaway, NJ

Propeller Club of the Port of New York 

& New Jersey

Ruth Reko

Rev. Kenneth Ruppar

Lisbeth Ryan

Salem Lutheran Church, Jarrettsville, MD

Karen Schmidt

Dorothy Scholz-Beyer

Seafarers International Union

Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran 

Church, Juneau, AK

Leigh Silveira

Radoslaw Smolinski

Emily Sokoski

Stephanie Sparvero

Jonathan S. Spencer 

St. George Lutheran , Brighton, MI

St. John First Hungarian Wend Lutheran

Church, Perth Amboy, NJ

St. John Lutheran Church, Bellmore, NY

St. John Lutheran Church, New York , NY

St. John Lutheran Church, Ocean City, NJ

St. John Lutheran Church, Pottsville, PA

St. John Luth. Church, Poughkeepsie, NY

St. John Luth. Church, Staten Island, NY

St. John St. Matthew Emanuel Lutheran

 Church, Brooklyn, NY

Grace Lutheran Church, Shillington, PA

Grace Lutheran Church, Uniondale, NY

Melba Grieshaber

Pauline J. Hansen

Rev. Peter Hartney

Mary Montemurro Held

Jennifer Herbert

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church (Women’s 

Group), East Orange, NJ

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Hasbrouck

Heights, NJ

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Trumbull, CT

Kate Hunt and Enrico Esopa

Immanuel Lutheran Church, Kingston, NY

Immanuel Lutheran Church, New York, NY

Immanuel Lutheran Church, Oxford, CT

Immanuel Luth. Church, Philadelphia, PA

International Seaways

Louanne and Rev. Glen Isernhagen

Melinda James

Janet and Kenneth Janzen

Jerusalem Lutheran Church, Lititz, PA

Lars and Marita Johanson

Marcia Kaplan-Mann

Robert Kershis

Penny Kobernusz

Elizabeth Langmaid

Bonnie Lee and John William Lauer

The Lee Family

Julia and Regnal Leibensperger

Eva Lem

Louise Litke

Luth. Ch. of the Redeemer, Ramsey, NJ

Lutheran Church of Savior, Patchogue, NY

Lynn Weinlandt, Amagansett, NY

Mary Martha Circle & WELCA Luth. Ch. 

of the Reformation, West Long Branch, NJ

Matson Navigation Company

Lisa Mages and Richard McCandless

Mary McCarthy

Martha McIntyre

Denise McLane and Michelangelo 

DeSantis

Messiah Luth. Church, Downingtown, PA

Messiah Luth. Church, Staten Island, NY

CHRISTMAS-AT-SEA: A HOLIDAY INITIATIVE

W  e broke another 

record delivering  

3,507 Christmas-

at-Sea satchels filled with warm 

clothing and holiday greetings 

to seafarers. On their behalf, 

thank you to all participants, 

donors, Amazon Wish List 

contributors, and knitters:
Mariline S. Alicea

Judith Ammerman

Pamela J. and Willem A. Angenent

anonymous

Estelle Balistrieri

Lauren Balliet

Carol and Rick Beier

Susan Smyth Bell

Frederick H. Bindel

Paul and Deborah Flannery Brooks

Lynn and Richard Cardozo

Jaime Carolan

Danielle Centeno 

Chatfield Lutheran Church, Chatfield, MN

Julie Chen

Christ Lutheran Church, Minot, ND

Christ Lutheran Church, Paramus, NJ

Christ Lutheran Church, Wantagh, NY

Christ Lutheran Church, Whiting, NJ

Christ Lutheran Church, Woodcliff Lake, NJ

Baya Clare

Concordia Luth. Church, Concordia, NH

Covenant Luth. Church, Ridgewood, NY

Bernie Debertin

Michael Edward Declement

Amy G. Dell

Donald A. DeLuca

Richard Desimone

William Devine

Dorcas Rachel Circle of St. Paul Lutheran

Church, Pittsford, NY

Elizabeth Downs

Louise M. Egan

Emanuel Lutheran Church, New Haven, CT

Emanuel Luth. Church, Pleasantville, NY

Emmanuel Lutheran Episcopal Church, 

Augusta, ME

Zoi Fanourgiakis

Douglas Faunt

First English Luth. Church, Lockport, NY

First Lutheran Church, Clifton, NJ

First Lutheran Church, Poughkeepsie, NY

Harriet Forsman

Friedens Lutheran  Church, Friedens, PA

Friedens Lutheran  Church, Oley, PA

Gallagher Marine Systems

Michelle Gallego

Sarah C. Gioe and Robert W. Neel

Jane R. Goldberg, Esq.

Karen K. and Douglas Leigh Golden

Katie Goon

Grace Lutheran Church, Gouldsboro, PA

Grace Lutheran Church, River Forest, Il                     2024 ANNUAL REPORT 5

St. Mark Lutheran Church, Glastonbury, CT

St. Matthew Trinity Luth. Ch., Hoboken, NJ

St. Michael Lutheran Church, Camilus, NY

St. Paul Lutheran Church, Beachwood, NJ

St. Paul Lutheran Church, Dansville, NY

St. Peter Lutheran Church, Greenport, NY

St. Peter Lutheran Church, Riegelsville, PA

St. Stephen Luth. Ch., Marlbouough, MA

St. Thomas Lutheran Church, Brick, NJ

St. Timothy Lutheran Church, Norfolk , VA

St. Timothy Lutheran Church, Wayne, NJ

Glen Stewart

Marlin E. Strand

Eleanore and Rev. James Sudbrock

Aylett and J. Nicholas Suhr, Esq.

Patrick Thrasher

Trinity Lutheran Church, Brewster, NY

Trinity Lutheran Church, Hagerstown, MD

Trinity Lutheran Church, Milford, CT

Trinity Lutheran Church, New Haven, CT

Trinity Lutheran Church, Wernersville, PA

Eleanor Tunney

Margaret R. and Lonnie Ugalde

Upper Susquehanna Synod

Nicholas Vella

Village Lutheran Church, Bronxville, NY

Ana M. and Captain Jorge J. Viso

Jean and Rev. Dr. Charles R. Vogeley

Carolyn and Edward Wagner

Declan Walsh

Margaret Whitney

Patricia and John Winkler

Peter John Wirth

Woman’s Seaman’s Friend Society of CT

 Joan Worrall

Sharon and John Wren

Rev. Ann Zimmerman

Zion Lutheran Church, Baltimore, MD

Zion Lutheran Church, Marietta, PA

Zion Lutheran Church, Rahway, NJ

Zion Lutheran Church, Saddle River, NJ

It takes a village: Volunteers from the Propeller Club of the Port of New York & New Jersey and the Port Authority of 
New York & New Jersey gathered at SIH offices in November to assemble satchels. Most satchels were mailed to us, 
or we picked them up. 



2024 DONORS List of supporters including soft credits and Facebook donations
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$50,000 and over
The ITF Seafarers’ Trust

$25,000 to $49,999
Jeanine Heller Foundation Inc.
The German Society of the City of New 
York
Estate of Melva P. Roland
Estate of Eva C. Swanson
TKF Spirit Fund of the Orange County 
Community Foundation
Womans Seamans Friend Society of 
Connecticut
TOTE Group

$10,000 to $24,999
American Maritime Officers (AMO)
American Maritime Officers Plan
American Maritime Officers Service
American Roll On Roll Off Carrier Group
Anonymous
Delaware-Maryland Synod, ELCA
Fairfield County’s Community Fdn. 
Faith Lutheran Church, New Providence, NJ

Philip W. J. and Suzanne C. Fisher
Kathryn L. and Erik Hanson
Interlake Maritime Services
International Organization of Masters, 
Mates & Pilots (MM&P)
International Seaways, Inc.
Joyce and Peter Jobson
Officers Union of International Seamen
Seafarers International Union
The Transportation Institute 
TOTE Maritime Alaska, LLC 

$5,000 to $9,999
American Maritime Congress
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
IRI/The Marshall Islands Registry
Charles E. McMichael, Jr. 
Dr. Steven M. Natterstad
Salem Lutheran Church, Bridgeport, CT

SeaCube Container Leasing Ltd.
Jill and Jacob Shisha, Esq. 
Tabak, Mellusi & Shisha LLP

 $2,500 to $4,999
Judith Ammerman
Susan Smyth Bell
Ute Brinkmann
Paul and Deborah Flannery Brooks
The John R. & Dorothy D. Caples Fund
Crowley Maritime Corporation
Dr. Ann Siegle Drege and Rev. 
Marsh Drege
Globeflex Capital, L.P.
Capt. Richard and Dolores Green
Michael J. Kasinskas
David Krah 
Maersk Line Limited
Matson Navigation Company
National Cargo Bureau, Inc.
Anthony Pruzinsky, Esq.
Sandy Hook Pilots Charitable 
Foundation
Darline S. Sauter, CPA, & James P. 
Sauter, Esq. 
Sharon and Captain Richard 
J. Schoenlank
Seward & Kissel LLP
Anne Swanson

Weaver
WestConn International Trade 
Association

$1,000.00 to $2,499
Rev. Albert Ahlstrom
Barbara Anderson
Basil Castrovinci Associates, Inc.
Rev. Brooke L. Swertfager and Rev. 
William E. Baum
Bayonne Dry Dock
The Beatrix Fund 
The Beaty Family Foundation
Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Fairport, NY

Janet and Rev. James P. Borgschatz
Conor Patrick Brooks
Anthony and Christine N. Chiarello
Christ Lutheran Church, Paramus, NJ
Susan and Rev. Mark Christoffersen
Virginia Clark
Miriam and Ralston Deffenbaugh, Jr.
Nancy and Victor Eichorn
Joan Feeney and Bruce Phillips 
Pauline and Harry Forse
Gail Swanson Frost and Paul Frost
Gallagher Marine Systems 
Gateway Terminals LLC
Melba L. Grieshaber
Hofmann & Schweitzer
Suzanne and Robert Hoglund
Immanuel Luth. Church, Philadelphia, PA

Bonnie Lee and John William Lauer
Maher Terminals, LLC
Gwen and Captain Donald Marcus
Mardi Gras Productions, Ltd.
Marine Society of the City of New York
Dr. Alice M. Caldwell and Robert 
Kenneth Marzik, Esq.
Metropolitan New York Synod, ELCA
Leslie A. Neve
New Jersey Synod, ELCA
Ruth and Rev. George Olson
Kurt B. Plankl, Esq.
Elizabeth F. and Rev. E. Leroy Riley, Jr.
Risk Strategies Company
Patricia & Christopher V. Roehrer, Esq.
Julia and Hon. Albert Rosenblatt
Signal Mutual
Slevin & Hart, P.C.
Stephanie Sparvero
St. Andrew Lutheran Church, 
Smithtown, NY
Andrew Steele
Eleanore and Rev. James Sudbrock
Tarter Krinsky & Drogin LLP
The Pasha Group
Trinity Lutheran Church, Milford, CT
United NY/NJ Sandy Hook Pilots 
Association
United Seamen’s Service
Upper Susquehanna Synod, ELCA
Edward and Carolyn Wagner
Lynne and Jeff Weinlandt
Rev. Margay Jo Whitlock
Withum

$500 to $999
Dr. Mary Paquette-Abt and Jeffrey Abt
Cecilia Aranzamendez
Lisa Gina Baltazar, Esq.
Brooke Badley and Stephen Bennett
Frederick H. Bindel
Joy and Dennis Blazak
Douglas Bonsall and Craig S. Staller
Brickerville United Luth. Ch., Lititz, PA

Revs. Susan L. Lunning and Serge 
A. Castigliano, Ph. D.
Christ Lutheran Church, Minot, ND
Christ Lutheran Church, Whiting, NJ
Dale C. Christensen, Jr., Esq.
Richard A. and Bonnie Corwin, Esq.

Donald A. DeLuca
Judith and Rev. Ronald J. Diener
Paul K. Erbes
Douglas Faunt
Sheila and Frank Giglio
Jane R. Goldberg, Esq.
Good Shepherd Luth. Ch., Alexandria, VA

Kevin Gowen
Mary B. Heller
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Laurel, MD

ILA Headquarters Office
Immanuel Lutheran Church, Kingston, NY

Jerusalem Evangelical Luth. Ch., Lititz, PA

Dr. Ruth Carlsen Kahn
Kelly Kandler
Karen Kaufman
Rev. Kathleen Koran
Noel and James A. Leary
Julia and Regnal Leibensperger
Maritime Association of Port of NY/NJ
Elizabeth McIntyre
Jonathan McIntyre
Blythe C. Miller, Esq.
Rev. Thomas F. Mugavero
Samuel Norton
Karen D. and John V. Nurmi
John M. Ogren
Pacific-Gulf Marine 
Christopher Pitfick
Anne-Marie and Robert Pohl
Propeller Club of the Port of New York 
& New Jersey
Quan-Vest Consultants, Inc.
Dr. Barbara G. and Frederick E. Risser
Martha Sather
Rev. Dr. K. Robert and Deborah Schmitt
Seamen’s Church Institute
SEIX Investment Advisors
Cheryl and Michael Smoczyk
St. John Lutheran Church, Ocean City, NJ

St. Stephen Lutheran Church, Feasterville 

Trevose, PA

Aylett and J. Nicholas Suhr, Esq.
Janet W. Swanson
Rev. Susan E. Tjornehoj and Rev. David 
Wangaard
Trinity Lutheran Church, Bogota, NJ
Trinity Lutheran Church, New Haven, CT

Laura and Hans Vogel
Patricia and Capt. Winfield S. Winter
Lynn R. Salvesen Wirth
Peter John Wirth

$250 to $499
Amazing Grace Luth. Ch., Florham Park, NJ

Kay Bellor and Michael Myers
Botschaft (Grubb) Luth. Ch., Mount 

Pleasant Mills, PA

Sandra Brandt
Marisol and Rev. Ramon Collazo
Michael Edward Declement
Natalie Deffenbaugh
Dr. Karen Beres and Dr. Lance Drege 
Emmanuel Luth. Episcopal Ch., Augusta, 

ME

Rev. Richard and Greta Englund
First Lutheran Church, Clifton, NJ
Emiko Furuya-Cortes, Esq.
Robert Garske
Diana and Harry W. Geiler
Caryl M. and Rev. Mark A. Grorud
Marcia H. Gustafson
Kathleen and Jeffrey Heim
Kate Hunt and Enrico Esopa
Janet and Kenneth Janzen
Marcia Kaplan-Mann
Louise L. and Dr. John David Litke
Pamela and Rev. Peter O. Lundholm
Linda and Rev. Christopher Mietlowski
Gail Wagner and Rev. Charles S. Miller
Elaine B. and Rev. Joseph Molnar, III

Theresa Moore
Shirley and Rev. Harold T. Nilsson
David Palmer
Joanne Partner
Elizabeth C. and C. James Patti
Starr and Lennard Rambusch
Ruth and Rev. Karl H. Reko
Mary Ann Sheets
St. Andrew Luth. Ch., West Hempstead, NY

St. Mark Lutheran Church, Yorktown, VA

Marlin E. Strand
Sandra A. and Dr. Charles H. Swenson
Julie M. Traum
Trinity Evangelical Luth. Ch., Lehighton, PA

Ana M. and Captain Jorge J. Viso
Joan Worrall
Rev. Peggy and Frederick Wuertele 
Zion Lutheran Church, Egg Harbor City, NJ

Zion Luth. Ch. (WELCA), Saddle River, NJ

Zion Luth. Church (WELCA), Renovo, PA

$100.00 to $249
Liza Alton
Doris Anderson
Norman Andre, Jr.
Karl Baker
Stefanie Bauman
Arnold J. and Lisa Beasley
Sterling Gilreath and Henryk Behnke
Boston Shipping Association Inc.
Priscilla Braak and Anthony P. 
Fondacaro
Marlene Brankovic
Elizabeth J. and Robert J. Brent
Jerre S. Bridges
Karen and Tom Brucia
Barbara and William Capalbo
Robert Carroll
Edward S. Casey
Wendy and David Cegelka
Center Congregational Church UCC, 
Meriden, NY
Sue S. Chan
Christ Lutheran Church, Floral Park, NY

Baya Clare
Janet M. and James A. Clauson
John D. Crews
Rev. Bruce H. Davidson and Donald E. 
Barb
Berniece Debertin
Amy G. Dell
Elizabeth Downs
Anna and John Drake
Abby and John Dux
Diana and David H. Dwight, III
Dr. Marianne Dietrich and Bishop 
Paul Egensteiner
Emanuel Luth. Church, Pleasantville, NY

Sharon Emerson and Jeffrey Lamb
Rev. Eric Faret
Catherine and John Fegley
Michele Cadden and Captain 
Louis Ferrer, Jr.
Linda and Warren Garr
Rev. Janet C. Gasbarro and William 
E. Gasbarro, Esq.
Elizabeth George
Sarah C. Gioe and Robert W. Neel
Gloria Dei Luth. Church, New Hyde Park, NY

Oscar Gomez
Good Shepherd Luth. Ch. - Ladies Aid, 
Little Egg Harbor Twp, NJ

Clarice B. and George S. Gordon, Jr.
Sharon Gough
Sally Greenspan
Michael Gunther
Susan and Michael P. Guse
Danita and Andrew Hake
Barbara A. and James E. Hancock
Kathryn E. and Rev. Paul K. Hanson
Claudia K. Heinsohn

Thank you for helping us 
welcome the stranger and aid 

them in their need. 



Rev. Jeanne Rineer Warfield and 
Sheldon P. Warfield
Rebecca Wild-Wesley and Thomas 
A. Wesley
Rev. Dr. Kim Eric Williams
Rev. Susan Williamson
Guan Yang
Linda and Paul Yarmchuk

$1 to $99
Lool Seged and Freweini G. Abebe
Rev. Sohail Akhtar
Mariline S. Alicea
Pamela J. and Willem A. Angenent
Elizabeth Bookser Barkley
Lois Barliant
Rev. Scott Brubaker
Janet and Richard Bruss
Paula Canby
Lynn and Richard Cardozo
Dale and Timothy D. W. Connelly
Deacon Nadine Cordes
Andreas Dages
Andrea Degroot-Nesdahl
Bob Deik 
Denise Easley 
Louise M. Egan
Rev. Robert W. Endruschat 
Jordan Esopa
Peter Frederick and Amy Ferraro
Ray Fillion
Susan and David Findling 
Patricia Frisk
Andrew and Rita Genn
Judith J. and Rev. Hartland H. Gifford
Karen K. and Douglas Leigh Golden
Rev. Bradley Gow
Burchenal Green
Rev. Karis Hagen
Bret Hammell
David Hannah
Pauline J. Hansen
Donna Harris
Marsha and Rev. John W. Havrilla
Karen and Raymond Henderson
Jennifer Herbert
George C. Herrmann
Rosemarie A. Hilse
Mary Ann and Brian Humm
Louanne and Rev. Glen Isernhagen
Amy Johnson
Lynn Johnson 
Sarah Awan Johnson
Monica L. and Rev. Timothy Knauss
Eugene A. Koene
Kathryn E. Kors-Jacobson
Susan M. Kruckmeyer
Thomas Larkin
Marcia and James W. Leimkuhler
Elinor M. Lindboom
Wendy D. and Paul D. Manganiello
Cynthia Manning
Eunice Mansfield
Oliver Marx
Mary McCarthy
Karen McCormick
Martha McIntyre
Diane McLane
Margaret and Rev. James Mikkelson
Lugene Mitchell-Hamilton
Julianna Monroe-Mihans 
Susan Nash
New England Synod, ELCA
Dr. Myrna and Dr. James Newland
Kari Nielsen
Bishop Amy and Stephen Odgren
Mary Jane Ouellette
Rev. Keith Pearson
Charlotte, Jennifer and 
Thomas Pedersen
Linda and Gregory Pietrzak
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Lorna H. and Rev. William Henkel
Nancy Higgins 
Holy Trinity Luth. Ch. (Women’s Group), 
East Orange, NJ

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Trumbull, CT

Holy Trinity Luth. Church, Wildwood, NJ

Marilyn Hoyt and Dr. Dan Wharton
Anwen Hughes
Cricket Eccleston and David R. Hunter
Gloria and Rev. Otto W. Jacobson, Jr.
Melinda James
Nellie and David Jarvis
Mirela Jaubelli
Mary Beth Jerry and Franklyn 
Commisso
Elizabeth and Brian Katcher 
Jane E. Kramer
Kathleen and Michael Kull 
Shirley and Kevin Kunkle
Eva Lem
Rev. Sara E. Lilja
Luth. Church of Our Savior, Patchogue, NY

Rev. Linda Manson
Lisa Mages and Richard McCandless
Denise McLane and Michelangelo 
DeSantis
Bishop Craig A. Miller
Joan Millot
Florence and Dr. Daniel Molloy
David and Beverly Mooney
Loretta and Dale Moses
Rev. Allan R. Negstad
Rev. Margaret Alice Niederer
Bishop Glenn W. and Ann 
E. Nycklemoe
Rev. Kevin O’Hara
Rev. David G. Olson
Our Saviour Lutheran Church, Fairfield, CT

Rev. David W. Peters
Robert O. Phillips, Esq.
Grace Ann Planalp
Rev. Elizabeth C. Polanzke
Katherine Raphael
Patricia and Gerald Reitnauer
Catherine C. and Mark D. Remijan
Elizabeth and Rev. Gerry F. Rickel
Carolyn and Keith R. Rivers
Susan A. Rowe
Lois Ryden
Joan Stanne and Roderick Ryon
Linda Salatiello
Tony and Athena Sasso
Dr. Jean Schoenlank
Deacon Dorothy Scholz-Beyer
Capt. Dennis P. and Melinda Schroeder
Priscilla and Donald Schwabe
Carol Seischab
Ruth Setaro
David M. Siever 
Cynthia L. and Rev. Carl D. Shankweiler
Edith L. Sherman and Clare S. Zimmitti
Stacey Jo and Steven R. Siegle
St. John Ev. Luth. Ch, Poughkeepsie, NY

St. John First Hungarian Wend Luth. 
Church, Perth Amboy, NJ

St. John Lutheran Church, Bellmore, NY

St. Paul Lutheran Church, Dansville, NY

St. Peter Ev. Luth. Ch., Medina, NY

St. Peter Lutheran Church, Keedysville, MD

Eileen Stauffer
Hedwig Steipp
Steven Stulbaum
Valerie Swanson
Edna M. Syvertsen
Donald Tabor
Holly and Richard Thorstad
Rev. Marianne Tomecek
Trinity Lutheran Church, Staten Island, NY

Trinity Lutheran Church, Wernersville, PA

Jennifer Vizina and Keith Bisma
Jean and Rev. Dr. Charles R. Vogeley

2024 DONORS CONTINUED

Kathleen and Walter Plankl
Ellen M. Pollan
Michael Lee Poole
Brunhilde Porobija
Dhananjaya Premauden
Sharon Ramsaier
Marilyn F. Saum
David and Lexi Schafer
William Schweinsberg 
Vicki Schmidt
Christine and Paul 
Kempton Segerhammar
Shepherd of the Hills Luth. Church, 
Dushore, PA

Leigh Silveira
Ian Silver
Mary F. Simons
Anthony K. Smith
St. Luke Lutheran Church, Amsterdam, NY

St. Peter Lutheran Church, Greenport, NY

Rev. Elna L. Stratton
Margaret R. and Lonnie Ugalde
Janice and Michele Viola
David Wertz 
Susan E. and Robert O. Wefald
Margaret Whitney
Dr. Carol A. Weitner and Hans 
P. Wiedemann
Gabriel Wiesenthal
Rev. Michael Wilker
John and Elaine Wilkinson
Patricia and John Winkler
Diana and James Young
Carol and Forrest Zetterberg
Rev. William E. Zimmermann

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Rev. Sohail Akhtar

Cecilia Aranzamendez

Lisa G. Baltazar, Esq. 

Bishop Tracie L. Bartholomew†

Kay Bellor5

Stephen A. Bennett3

Conor Patrick Brooks

Rev. Ramon A. Collazo5

Bishop Paul Egensteiner†

Jordan Esopa

Emiko Furuya-Cortes, Esq.

Rev. Bradley D. Gow

Rev. Mark A. Grorud

Mary B. Heller

Raymond Henderson

Capt. Tom Larkin 

Rev. Sara E. Lilja

Rev. Linda Manson4

Blythe C. Miller, Esq.2

Leslie A. Neve5,6

Bishop Rev. Nathan Pipho†

Capt. Christopher J. Pitfick

Kurt B. Plankl, Esq.

Anthony Pruzinsky, Esq.

Rev. E. Roy Riley, Jr.

Andrew G. Steele

Rev. Susan Tjornehoj1

1.   President
2.   Vice President
3.   Treasurer (only, not a             

       board member)

4.   Secretary
5.   Member at Large
6.   Assistant Treasurer
†    Ex Officio

 STAFF             
Executive Director:       Rev. Marsh Luther Drege  
Port Chaplains:       Rev. Lowell Chilton, Rev. Kate Drefke 
                                                       (Albany)
                                                       Rev. K. Robert Schmitt, Rev. Vitalii Guz 
                                                       (Baltimore) 
                                                       Rev. Douglas Paulson (Duluth) 
                Tim Marzik (New Haven)
                                                       Rev. Arnd Braun-Storck, Rev. Jonathan 
   Westerlund (Port of New York & New Jersey)
                   
Support Staff:                        Henryk Behnke (Dir. Development & Com.),
    Michael Bradford (Social Worker), Jeni Janis
   (Business Manager), Lucas Mietlowski (Dir. 
   Operations), Damaris Ruza (Housekeeper)

FACILITIES WORK GROUP
Capt. Richard Schoenlank, Chair

Susan Smyth Bell
Kelly Kandler

Rev. Charles Miller
Rev. E. Roy Riley, Jr.
Jacob Shisha, Esq.

Rev. Susan Tjornehoj
Edward Wagner

Rev. Margay Whitlock



Design by: www.kristasdesignstudio.com

Winter/Spring 2024

Email message to SIH’s supporters: “We from the M/V NSU OBELISK would like to thank you for 
your kindness and for having given us these gifts made with Love. Attached is a photo that shows 
how much happiness you had given us.”                       Photo: Capt. G.L. Saraum Jr. Christmas 2024. 
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